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§1290.1 Purpose and scope.

Pursuant to the authority conferred
by Section 101 of the Specialty Crops
Competitiveness Act of 2004 (7 U.S.C.
1621 note) AMS will make grants to
States to enhance the competitiveness
of specialty crops in accordance with
the terms and conditions set forth
herein and other applicable federal
statutes and regulations including, but
not limited to, 7 CFR Part 3016.

§1290.2 Definitions.

(a) AMS means the Agricultural Mar-
keting Service of the U. S. Department
of Agriculture.

(b) Application means application for
Specialty Crop Block Grant Program.

(c) ““Enhancing the competitiveness’’ of
specialty crops includes, but is not lim-
ited to: Research, promotion, mar-
keting, nutrition, trade enhancement,
food safety, food security, plant health
programs, education, ‘“‘buy local’’ pro-
grams, increased consumption, in-
creased innovation, improved effi-
ciency and reduced costs of distribu-
tion systems, environmental concerns
and conservation, product develop-
ment, and developing cooperatives.

(d) Grant period means the period of
time from when the grant agreement is
signed until the completion of all
SCBGP projects submitted in the State
plan.

(e) Grantee means the government to
which a grant is awarded and which is
accountable for the use of the funds
provided. The grantee is the entire
legal entity even if only a particular

§1290.5

component of the entity is designated
in the grant agreement.

(f) Outcome measure means an event
or condition that is external to the
project and that is of direct importance
to the intended beneficiaries and/or the
public.

(g) Project means all proposed activi-
ties to be funded by the SCBGP.

(h) Specialty crop means fruits and
vegetables, tree nuts, dried fruits, and
nursery crops (including floriculture).

(i) State means the fifty States, the
District of Columbia, and the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico.

(J) State department of agriculture
means the agency, commission, or de-
partment of a State government re-
sponsible for agriculture within the
State.

(k) Subgrantee means the government
or other legal entity to which a
subgrant is awarded and which is ac-
countable to the grantee for the use of
funds provided.

§1290.3 Eligible grant applicants.

Eligible grant applicants are State
departments of agriculture from the
fifty states, the District of Columbia,
and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

§1290.4 Eligible grant project.

(@) To be eligible for a grant, the
project(s) must enhance the competi-
tiveness of specialty crops.

(b) To be eligible for a grant, the
project(s) must be completed 3 cal-
endar years after the grant agreement
prescribed in §1290.8 is signed. The
grant period is established by the long-
est approved project submitted in the
State plan. However, for cause, an ex-
tension of the grant period not to ex-
ceed three years may be granted by
AMS on a case by case basis with a
written request from the State.

§1290.5 Restrictions and limitations
on grant funds.

(a) Grant funds may not be used to
fund political activities in accordance
with provisions of the Hatch Act (5
U.S.C. 1501-1508 and 7324-7326).

(b) AIl travel expenses associated
with SCBGP projects must follow Fed-
eral Travel Regulations (41 CFR Chap-
ters 300 through 304) unless State trav-
el requirements are in place.
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